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appointment would be officially announced to me ere
long.

I went immediately and sought out Chamillart, re-
proaching" him for not having apprised me of this good
news. He smiled at my anger, and said that the King
had ordered the news to be kept secret. I admit that
I was flattered at being chosen at my age for an em-
bassy so important. I was advised on every side to
accept it, and this I determined to do. I could not
understand, however, how it was I had been selected.
Torcy, years afterwards, when the King was dead, re-
lated to me how it came about. At this time I had no
relations with Torcy; it was not until long afterwards
that friendship grew up between us.

He said, then, that the embassy being vacant, the
King wished to fill up that appointment, and wished
also that a Duke should be ambassador. He took an
almanack and began reading the names of the Dukes,
commencing with M. de Uzes. He made no stop un-
til he carne to my name. Then he said (to Torcy)
" What do you think of him? He is young, but he is
good/7 &c. The King after hearing a few opinions
expressed by those around him, shut up the almanack,
and said it was not worth while to go farther, deter-
mined that I should be ambassador, but ordered the
appointment to be kept secret. I learnt this, more than
ten years after its occurrence, from a true man, who
had no longer any interest or reason to disguise any-
thing from me.

Advised on all sides by my friends to accept the post
offered to me, I did not long hesitate to do so. Madame
de Saint-Simon gave me the same advice, although she